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On Sept. 13, in response to reports of a possible general strike by a faction of the General Labor
Confederation (CGT), President Carlos Menem said, "They can launch a million stoppages,
but I am not going to change the direction of economic policy." The strike would be organized
by the CGT faction led by Saul Ubaldini. Next, Menem warned that if electrical workers cut
service during a work stoppage scheduled for the following week, he would consider such action
"sabotage," and promised to "act in accordance with the penal code." Unionized electricity company
employees were planning work stoppages to pressure the government for wage hikes. The president
promised to handle strikes in the same way the government responded to a recent work stoppage
by telephone company employees. After the telephone employees' strike action was declared illegal,
the state-run company dismissed about 430 employees. Unionized employees then engaged in a
sit-down strike, which ended Sept. 10. The Chamber of Deputies recently adopted a resolution on
the telephone workers' strike by urging the company to rehire dismissed employees, normalize
company activities, and suspend sanctions against the union as requested by the Labor Ministry.
Next month, the US-based Bell Atlantic and the Spanish telephone company are to assume control
of the state-run enterprise. (Basic data from EFE, 09/13/90)
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